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Pittsburgh-based Cancer Research Group Opens New Pathology Laboratory

· National Cancer Institute calls tissue bank ‘national treasure’  -

Pittsburgh, PA – October 30, 2006 -- The NSABP Foundation, Inc. (National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project - the nation’s largest clinical trial cooperative group in breast and colorectal cancer research) introduced its new pathology laboratory on Pittsburgh’s North Side.  Mary Lois Verrilla, a well known Pittsburgh artist, seventeen year breast cancer survivor and a participant in an NSABP clinical trial, and Pat Halpin-Murphy, a breast cancer survivor and President and Founder of the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition, had the honor of cutting the ribbon at the Pathology Laboratory Open House Ceremony.  Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl joined NSABP Chairman Norman Wolmark, MD and CEO Joan Goldberg at the opening ceremony. 

The mayor said that the new pathology lab and the work of the NSABP are not only significant to the city and the region, but to the country as well.  

“The NSABP is an example of Pittsburgh as a world-recognized, trailblazing medical research group.  The city has a long history of landmark contributions to the medical and research communities, and the NSABP is a key part of that history.”

During its nearly 50-year history, the NSABP has led studies in surgical and adjuvant therapy in breast and colorectal cancer.  It was the NSABP’s breast cancer studies that led to the establishment of lumpectomy plus radiation over radical mastectomy as the standard surgical treatment for breast cancer.  Recent studies have also demonstrated on a large scale the preventive effects of the drugs tamoxifen and raloxifene in breast cancer.

Largely supported by grants from the National Cancer Institute, the NSABP Pathology Laboratory received additional funding from Pennsylvania’s State Tobacco Formula Grant.

The new laboratory, with advanced technology and dedicated researchers “allows the NSABP to conduct specialized studies to identify targeted treatments for breast and colorectal cancer,” said Dr. Wolmark.

“We represent a clinical collaborative network of more than 10,000 physicians, nurses and other medical and research professionals, making the NSABP one of the largest research networks,” he adds.  

For nearly 50 years, the Pittsburgh-based NSABP has collected more than 65,000 tissue specimens from nearly 750 clinical sites conducting NSABP trials throughout the US, Canada, Puerto Rico, Australia and Ireland.  Results from tumor tissue samples stored at the NSABP Pathology Laboratory have led to historic advances in cancer treatment and will provide for the future development of individualized cancer therapy.   The National Cancer Institute has heralded the new lab’s tissue bank as a “national treasure.” 

NSABP Director of Pathology, Soonmyung Paik, MD says the laboratory is truly significant because “the rich repository of tissue samples in this laboratory will enable us to advance cancer research and develop individual treatments for patients with breast and colorectal cancer.  The research performed in this laboratory will also give those same patients treatment options and hope.”

NSABP Week Declared in Pittsburgh

NSABP was recognized by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh on Tuesday, October 24 for all of their achievements in developing innovative studies for the treatment and prevention of breast cancer in women.  The Council declared October 24th through October 31, 2006, to be NSABP week in the City of Pittsburgh.  This proclamation was sponsored by Council President Douglas Shields, and co-sponsored by Council members Leonard Bodack, Dan Deasy, Tonya Payne and William Peduto.

About NSABP

The NSABP Foundation, Inc. headquartered in Pittsburgh, PA, is a not-for-profit, clinical trials cooperative group, which includes a network of 10,000 professionals located in the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, Ireland and Australia.  Research conducted by the NSABP is supported primarily by grants from the National Cancer Institute.  For almost 50 years, the NSABP has successfully conducted large-scale, randomized clinical trials in colorectal and breast cancer that have changed and improved the standard of care for men and women with these diseases.  To learn more about the NSABP, please visit http://foundation.nsabp.org.

Editors Note:  High Resolution Jpegs of the pathology laboratory are available upon request.  Please contact Frank Catanzano at 412-965-5269 or email fcatanzano@truebaseline.com or visit http://foundation@nsabp.org to download images.










